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PATIENT ENGAGEMENT PLAN 	Comment by Author: 
HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE

This resource can be converted into a template for your Patient Engagement Plan because the document is formatted in accordance with CIHR’s requirements for PDF attachments. Specifically, the margins are set to 0.75” (=1.9 cm) all around, mandatory font is Times New Roman (12 pt., black only), and default paragraph spacing is ‘single’, non-condensed (Apple Pages: in the Format sidebar, select “Lines” with a value of 1).

This resource contains suggestions to help you develop a robust Plan, particularly useful if the ResearchNet Funding Opportunity contains limited information or instructions. These suggestions are based on SPARC experience with and an environmental scan of similar CIHR competitions and/or Tri-Agency competitions. As we gather new information about best practices for this Plan, we will update the template accordingly. Please also visit the SPARC Sample Grant Library (CWL required) for examples of successful grants containing Patient Engagement Plans.

Consult the ResearchNet Funding Opportunity to confirm competition details, including any content and/or heading requirements; otherwise, use the SPARC-suggested headings – or any others that better align with your research – to help you organize your content. If there is any discrepancy between this document and the Funding Opportunity, follow the ResearchNet instructions.
 
Prior to submission, be sure you have deleted all comments and grey-highlighted prompts.
Describe who you will engage in your research (the “patients”), and the mechanisms for how you will engage and partner with them. 	Comment by Author: If you need to find patient partners, REACH  BC has a database of potential volunteers and can help match the project with partners: https://reachbc.ca/researchers (scroll down to “patient partner research opportunities”). 

In addition to patients, remember that “patients” (in patient engagement) can also refer to caregivers, family members, and the community. 
Engagement can take a variety of forms (e.g., decision-making, creating tools and resources, being co-researchers). 
Engagement can also occur across a spectrum of participation (see p. 11 of https://bcpsqc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/PVN_Getting-Started-with-Patient-Engagement_WEB.pdf). Make sure that you clearly state your expectations of engagement in your Plan.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
Describe how you will adopt the Strategy for Patient-Oriented Research (SPOR) Patient Engagement Framework guiding principles for patient engagement (inclusiveness, support, mutual respect, co-build). 
Note that CIHR will be evaluating whether your Plan aligns with the SPOR Framework.
The BC Support Unit has useful resources and education modules for patient partner engagement in research. They can also provide letters of support for grant applications that incorporate patient engagement approaches.
ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES 
Detail your desired outcomes for patient engagement in your research (e.g., research is co-created and co-directed by patients; timely implementation of quality research).

BUDGET DETAILS
Detail any budget details related to patient engagement (e.g., compensation, if applicable). 
Ensure that this section aligns with the Budget Information task as part of your application (i.e., information across sections should be consistent). 



